THE  COLLECTED WORKS  OF MAHATMA  GANDHI

salaam in the degrading manner prescribed, he will not sub-
to the search. He is, therefore, confined to a solitary cell, he
eprived of light and sandals. It is said that he will have still
her penalties imposed on him, if he does not yield. He may be

in irons and kept standing for three days. Such penalty has
a. paid before now by our forefathers, it has been paid in all
ss and in many lands. I hope that God will give strength to
prisoners who have challenged the authorities and that they

not surrender though they should have to die.

Jfaung India, 9-2-1922

150.    THE ONLT ISSUE
It was not without deep thought and prayer that I wrote the
r to His Excellency the Viceroy* It is not a threat because
y word in it is meant. It is a heartfelt prayer to the tyrant
esist from evil. Lord Reading is not the tyrant. The system
rhich he is himself an unconscious and helpless victim is the
at. But every system becomes embodied in a person. Today
personified in Lord Reading, no matter how unconscious he is
. I have invited him in all humility seriously to consider thex
ion and ask himself whether the official lawlessness can in
case be justified. Let him turn to the week's summary1 to
h the old heading "In Gold Blood53 is restored. It is all true
e witnesses are not all liars. Should these things be?
But what of defiance of authority ? Must defiance (non-violent
;ast) indeed of authority be met by barbarous and wicked
e of it?
If the Viceroy cannot or will not see such an incredibly simple
must India sit still ? Defensive civil disobedience must con-
; at any cost. If the whole of India were to say that even
eful public meetings may not be held without permission, that
sful volunteer associations may not be formed without per-
on, and that newspapers cannot be published without per-
on, that prohibition cannot be accepted. For a man may
;>e expected to ask for another's leave to breathe or eat or
;. The three things I have mentioned are the breath, the
and the drink of public life.
'oung India, 9-2-1922
Of accounts of atrocities committed by the police published in Toung
9-2-1922